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there in the endeavours made for his interest. In
short, the whole country was entirely for the king ;
and such was the universal joy the people showed
when the news of his majesty's coming down was
positively known, that all manner of business was
laid aside, and the whole body of the people seemed
to be resolved upon the war.
As this gave a new face to the king's affairs, so I
must own it filled me with joy; for I was astonished
before, when 5 considered what the king and his
friends were like to be exposed to. The news of
the proceedings of the parliament, and their power-
ful preparations, were now no more terrible; the
king came at the time appointed, and having lain
at my father's house one night, entered Shrewsbury
in the morning. The acclamations of the people,
the concourse of the nobility and gentry about his
person, and the crowds which now came every day
into his standard, were incredible.
The loyalty of the English gentry was not only
worth notice, but the power of the gentry is extra-
ordinarily visible in this matter. The king, in about
six weeks' time, which was the most of his stay at
Shrewsbury, was supplied with money, arms, am-
munition, and a train of artillery, and listed a body
of an army upwards of twenty thousand men*
His majesty seeing the general alacrity of Ins
people, immediately issued out commissions, and
formed regiments of horse and foot; and having
some experienced officers about him, together with
about sixteen who came from France, with a ship
loaded with arms and some field-pieces, which came
very seasonably into the Severn, the men were ex-
ercised, regularly disciplined, and quartered, and
now we began to look like soldiers. My father had
raised a regiment of horse at his own charge, and
completed them, and the king gave out arms to

